
B O U N D A R Y  R E V I E W  2 0 2 2  -  I N F O R M A T I O N
for the Municipality of the County of Kings

M U N I C I PA L  C O U N C I L

Municipal Council governs the Municipality and has prescribed responsibiliti es as 

detailed in the Nova Scoti a Municipal Government Act. Council is elected by residents 

of the Municipality (those eligible to vote) to represent the best interests of its 

residents, businesses, and organizati ons. Council makes decisions about municipal 

services, by-laws, policies, and programs.

The current Council is comprised of a Mayor and nine Councillors. Councillors are 

elected in each of the nine Districts. The Mayor is elected by residents throughout 

the Municipality (all nine Districts), while the Deputy Mayor is elected by Council.

C O U N C I L  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S

Members of Council attend monthly Council and Committee of the Whole 

meeti ngs. In additi on, they serve on an average of seven boards and committ ees 

each, att end public hearings and public informati on meeti ngs, and communicate 

almost daily with consti tuents in their districts.

Council also develops a Strategic Plan to pinpoint Key Strategic Prioriti es for the 

coming years and outline which projects staff  carry out. These include projects in 

the areas of accessibility, diversity, acti ve transportati on, green energy, economic 

development, broadband, and more. The current Strategic Plan is for 2021-2024. 

L E V E L S  O F  G O V E R N M E N T

Diff erent levels of government have diff erent responsibiliti es and jurisdicti ons: 

federal, provincial, or municipal. The Municipality provides a variety of services, 

either directly or through third parti es, including parks and recreati on, sewer 

and water, waste collecti on, community grants, public transportati on, land use 

planning, building inspecti ons, animal control, fi re and emergency services, and 

roads and sidewalks (some roads in the County of Kings are the responsibility of 

the Municipality, but most are provincial roads). 

These municipal services have a direct impact on people who live and work in the 

Municipality, and those who have businesses here. The cost for providing these 

services is covered by revenue from residenti al and commercial property taxes.

B U D G E T  I N F O R M A T I O N

Council is responsible for a $54 million Operati ng Budget (2022-2023) for the

delivery of municipal services to residents and businesses. These dollars are spent 

on for example: educati on contributi on, RCMP contributi on, salaries and benefi ts,

fi re protecti on and grants, and more.

In additi on to the Operati ng Budget, the Capital and Project Budget of the Munici-

pality for fi scal year 2022-2023 is $21.2 million for things like informati on technology, 

roads and sidewalks, parks and recreati on infrastructure, municipal sewer

infrastructure, etc. 

H I S T O R Y  O F  C O U N C I L  S I Z E

Table 1 below shows how the size of Council (the number of Councillors) has 

changed (or not changed) in the past 30 or so years as a result of previous

Boundary Reviews. District boundaries were adjusted accordingly.

R E L A T I V E  PA R I T Y  O F  V O T I N G  P O W E R

Relati ve parity of voti ng power is an important factor in Boundary Reviews and in the decision of the Nova Scoti a Uti lity and Review Board (NSUARB). It means that all districts 

have roughly the same number of electors so that each vote in municipal electi ons carries the same weight. The NSUARB requires that the number of electors in each district

be no more than + or - 10% of the average number of electors per district. Greater variances up to +/- 25% will be allowed only in extraordinary circumstances.

Table 2  (on the back) shows the number of voters per district (based on 2020 municipal electi on numbers), the share of the total number of voters in the Municipality per

district, and the variati on from the average number of voters. In the current situati on, the variances are close to 10%, with 12.2% being the greatest variance.

Y E A R C O U N C I L  S I Z E

1993 Maintained at 12

2000 Maintained at 12

2004 Reduced from 12 to 11

2007 Maintained at 11

2013 Maintained at 11

2015/2016
Reduced from 11 to 9
Warden changed to Mayor

Current
Mayor and 9 Councillors
(one of whom serves as Deputy Mayor)

Table 1. Past Boundary Reviews

Questions? Visit www.countyofkings.ca/boundaryreview or contact us at boundaryreview@countyofkings.ca or 902-678-6141.
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm, 181 Coldbrook Village Park Dr, Coldbrook, NS, B4R 1B9

https://www.countyofkings.ca/government/SPlan_flip/2021-24%20Strat%20Plan.html


Questions? Visit www.countyofkings.ca/boundaryreview or contact us at boundaryreview@countyofkings.ca or 902-678-6141.
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm, 181 Coldbrook Village Park Dr, Coldbrook, NS, B4R 1B9

N O VA  S C O T I A  U T I L I T Y  A N D  R E V I E W  B O A R D :  P R O C E S S

Once all feedback from members of the public has been gathered and presented to Council, Council will make a decision to confi rm or alter the number of Councillors and 

polling district boundaries. Council will then submit an applicati on to the Nova Scoti a Uti lity and Review Board (NSUARB) outlining the desired changes, if any. Once the applicati on

is submitt ed (it is due before the end of 2022), the NSUARB will schedule a Public Hearing. Members of the public are invited to parti cipate in the Hearing or to comment

on the applicati on. The fi nal decision on the number of Councillors and the district boundaries is made by the NSUARB and is normally issued within 60 days of the Hearing.

N O VA  S C O T I A  U T I L I T Y  A N D  R E V I E W  B O A R D :  D E F I N I T I O N S

To help you understand the Boundary Review process and the role of the NSUARB, the following defi niti ons may be helpful.

Communiti es of Interest - A neighbourhood, community, or group of people who have common concerns and shared interests and would benefi t from being grouped together 

in a single district. A community of interest can be characterized by factors such as historical connecti ons, recreati onal acti viti es, water and sewer boundaries, traffi  c infrastruc-

ture and patt erns, language and ethnic origin, school districts, shopping patt erns and business centres.

Elector - A person who has the right to vote in an electi on.

Electoral Boundaries or Polling District Boundaries - the geographic boundaries of electoral/polling districts. 

Populati on Density - The number of people per square kilometre who live in a polling district.

Relati ve parity of voti ng power - All districts having roughly the same number of electors so that each vote in municipal electi ons carries the same weight.

E L E C T O R A L
D I S T R I C T

L A N D  A R E A
( K M 2)

V O T E R S S H A R E  O F
T O T A L  V O T E R S

VA R I A T I O N  F R O M  AV E R A G E
No.                             %

District 1 246.6 4,404 11.5% 140 +3.3%

District 2 55.4 4,674 12.2% 410 +9.6%

District 3 436.8 4,436 11.5% 172 +4.0%

District 4 34.4 4,367 11.4% 103 +2.4%

District 5 677.1 3,993 10.4% -271 -6.4%

District 6 33.8 4,176 10.9% -88 -2.1%

District 7 402.3 4,193 10.9% -71 -1.7%

District 8 19.6 4,150 10.8% -114 -2.7%

District 9 274.6 3,984 10.4% -280 -6.6%

T O T A L S 2 18 0 . 5 3 8 , 3 7 7 10 0 . 0 %

AV E R A G E 2 4 2 . 3 4 , 2 6 4

Table 2. Land Area and Voters by Polling District (2020 Municipal Electi on Numbers)
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